
 

 
 

Welcome to Sawrey House Hotel 
 
Thank you for choosing to stay at Sawrey House Hotel, I would like to take this 
opportunity to extend a very warm welcome to you.  I hope you find your stay with us 
relaxing and peaceful, and should you require our assistance, please feel free to contact 
me at anytime.  Our aim is to provide a friendly and welcoming environment, with 
professional, unimposing service, so relax, unwind and allow us to take care of the rest. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A Brief History of Sawrey House 
 

Sawrey House was built in 1830 for a Vicar who moved to the area from Cambridge to 
become the Headmaster of Hawkshead Grammar School.  The house was designed to 
reflect the family home in Cambridge but with an ecclesiastical feel.  Note the arches at 
the front door, the stained glass window on the stairs and the gate entrance.  The cost of 
construction was £3000. 
 

The house was sold in 1890 to a family with three daughters who were named after the 
tarns.  The family departed shortly after the First World War but had extended the 
property to accommodate a butler and a maid.   
 

The house was then converted into a convalescent home for officers of the First World 
War.  By 1925 the house had been purchased by a local landlord who leased it out as a 
house again to several families, one of which occupied the house from 1947 to the late 
1960’s.  On the death of the landlord the opportunity was given to the tenants to purchase 
it in order to raise the death duties.  It then passed into private hands once again and 
became a hotel in the mid 1980’s for several years.   
 

The property was then bought in 1994 after it had lain empty for three years and a major 
renovation programme was undertaken, eventually trading as a hotel again. In 2007, the 
house was then sold again due to ill health and the new owners took over, who lasted at 
the hotel for three years.   
 

In December 2009, I bought the business and set about a major refurbishment to 
transform the tired and dated hotel.  We have aimed to be sympathetic to this grand 
building whilst bringing in a more modern look & comforts.  We hope you find Sawrey 
House a place of peace and relaxation and you are able to leave us refreshed and relaxed 
having found your perfect little hideaway in the Lakes. 
 

We hope you enjoy your stay with us and I look forward to seeing you around the hotel. 
 
 

  



 

Dining at Sawrey House 
 
Breakfast 
 

Breakfast is served everyday in the restaurant located on the ground floor.  This is served from 
8.00am until 9.30am.  You are not allocated a specific table at breakfast, so please sit wherever 
you feel most comfortable. 
 
With a great range for you to choose from, our hearty Lakeland Breakfast is designed to set you up 
for the day ahead.  Our buffet table is laid out with a selection of cereals, fruit salad, yoghurts & 
juices. Your hot breakfast order will be taken by our staff at your table. 
 
 

Lunch Menu 
 

We serve a lunch menu from Mid February until the end of October, from 10.30 am until 2.30pm 
every day except Fridays and is served in the restaurant on the ground floor.  Here you can find a 
selection of light bite meals, snacks, cakes and of course the famous Traditional Cream Tea.  As a 
resident, if you prefer, we can serve you lunch or afternoon tea in the bar or lounge overlooking 
Esthwaite Water & Grizedale Forest. 
 
 

Packed Lunches 
 

We can provide a packed lunch for your adventures around the Lake District.  For just £7.95 you 
will receive a choice of sandwich, crisps, cake, a piece of fruit and a bottle of water.  Please request 
your packed lunch the night before or during breakfast so it is ready for you going out. 
 
 

Evening Meal 
 

Dinner reservations are taken between 6.00pm and 8.30pm and served in the Restaurant.  Should 
you wish to join us for dinner, please contact reception to make your reservation.  For those 
booked on a Dinner, Bed & Breakfast Package, please feel free to choose 3 courses from our 
evening menu.  We have a varied wine list with great quality wines from around the world; please 
ask your server for a copy of the wine list, to compliment your dinner.   

 
 
Bar & Restaurant Drinks 
 

The bar is open from 11am until 11pm, we can serve you drinks in the lounge, bar, restaurant & 
gardens.  You are free to order and take drinks back to your room.  All drinks can be charged to 
your room, please show the staff your check in slip and sign for your drinks.  If you would like 
drinks in your room during your stay, please dial ‘0’ and we will bring them up to you, there is a 
£2.50 surcharge per tray for room service. 
 

While guests are welcome to bring their own food and drink into the hotel, we kindly 
requested that these items are only consumed in hotel bedrooms and not in the 
public areas, including outside. 
 



 

Hotel Facilities 
 

Housekeeping 
 

Your room will be cleaned on a daily basis from 10am.  For guests staying longer than 3 days the 
sheets and towels will be changed twice a week.  If at any point during your stay you require fresh 
linen, please speak to a member of staff.  For your comfort, please use the hanging door signs, 
which can be found on the back of your door, should you not wish to be disturbed.  Please note 
that housekeepers do not clean rooms that are occupied and therefore any rooms not vacated by 
2pm may not be cleaned.   
 

Your tea & coffee tray will be replenished daily and if you would like any extras, please contact 
reception by dialing ‘0’.  Fruit teas and decaffeinated tea and coffee are available on request. 
 
 

Telephone Calls 
 

If you would like to make a call from your room, please contact reception who will check you into 
our phone system, you will be charged at 35pence per minute, which will be added to your room 
bill.   
 
 

Internet Access 
 

Internet access is available free of charge and is available throughout the hotel.  To access our 
system you must first sign in through our internet portal with either; Facebook, Twitter or the 
short form.  Once completed, you will have full access.  The easiest way to access our system is to 
start browsing; you will then be taken to our ‘splash page’ where you can sign in – simply 
connecting to our wifi system WILL NOT connect you to the internet.  
 

For the comfort of all guests, we kindly ask that’s you refrain from streaming and 
watching online programs and video calling whilst in the public areas. 
 
 

Bar & Lounge 
 

The bar is open throughout the day to residents.  We stock a wide range of local beers, wines and 
spirits as well as soft drinks.  Please feel free to relax in the bar at any time during your stay.  There 
is a selection of magazines for your use and we ask that you please return them for use by other 
residents.  The paperback books in the bookcase in the lounge may be used as exchanged service. 
 
 

Night Access 
 

If you leave the hotel and plan not to return until after 10:30pm, please ensure you have your 
room keys with you.  The green fobbed key is for the large wooden front door.  If you require any 
assistance at any time, please call 015394 36387 or in emergencies or out of hours please call 
07899 265220 
 
 

Car Parking 
 

Please only park in the bays provided.  Parking in non-designated bays causes obstruction for 
turning vehicles and block entry for delivery vans.  If you are unable to park in a bay on your 
return to the hotel, please seek advice from reception.  We advise our guests to remove all 
valuables from their cars, as the hotel does not accept liability for loss or damage to any vehicle or 
their contents. 
 
 

Lost Property 
 

The hotel cannot be held responsible for the loss of articles or valuables left in the bedrooms or on 
the premises.  However, if you do misplace an item around the hotel, please speak to a member of 
staff.  



 

Local Information 
 
Medical Services 
 

Should you require a doctor please contact reception.  Your closest Pharmacy is in the centre of 
Hawkshead Village, 2 miles from the hotel. 
 
 

Churches 
 

Information on church services can be found on the notice board situated at the front entrance of 
the National Trust car park next door.  The local parish church is St Michael and All Saints of 
Hawkshead.   
 
 

Local Area 
 

We are approximately 2 miles from the village of Hawkshead, here you will find Beatrix Potter’s 
Gallery where you will find original artwork from her famous stories, various outdoor shops, gift 
shops, pubs & tea rooms.  Six miles away you’ll find Coniston Water and a little further a field, is 
Ambleside which is 8 miles and should take you approx 20 minutes driving.   
 

When parking in Ambleside, if you park on the street you need to obtain a parking 
disk to show your arrival time.  These are free of charge and can be found outside 
most local shops. 
 

We have numerous leaflets at reception & on the first floor landing on places to go and things to 
do whilst staying at Sawrey House Hotel, please feel free to pick up a leaflet or ask for advice.  We 
also have walking and driving maps to borrow available from reception. 
 

Your closest post box is outside of Buckle Yeat Guest House.  It is a 1 minute walk from the hotel, 
turning right out of the drive. 

 
 
Windermere Car Ferry 
 

The car ferry runs every 20 minutes starting at 06.50am (07.50am Winter Time) from the East 
Side of the lake on a weekday until 21.50pm (20.50pm Winter Time).  On a Sunday it starts at 
09.10am from the east side of the lake.  The cost is £4.40 each way per car, or if you prefer to walk 
to the Ferry, which is 2 ½ miles, it will cost you 50p per person per crossing. 

 
 
Taxi Number 
 

The Hawkshead Taxi can be reached on 01539436946 or 07973695253.  There is only one taxi in 
the village and it does run a very limited service and only usually runs in the evenings.  Booking is 
essential.  For more Taxi numbers, please see the list in reception. 

 
 
Cash Points 
 

Your closest cash machine can be found in the Co-operative in Hawkshead village centre, there is 
no withdrawal charge.  You can also find a variety of banks in Ambleside 



 

Places of Interest 
 
If you are new to the area or would just like to try somewhere different, below is a list of 
personal recommendations from our team. 
 
 
Walking 
 

Paula recommends an easy and leisurely walk up to the local Moss Eccles Tarn, once owned by 
Beatrix Potter herself.  This 15/20 minute walk takes you up through the village into some 
stunning scenery and amazing views towards Windermere and Coniston.  This walk can be easily 
extended by following the signs over to the Windermere shore and walking around and back up 
into Near Sawrey. 
 
Shaun recommends a walk up to Wray Castle, now a National Trust property and only hearty 4 
mile walk from Sawrey House.  This castle was once the holiday home for the Potter Family and 
there are many interesting features and a fascinating history to explore.  
 
 

Driving 
 

David recommends an evening’s drive over the Hardknott Pass towards Eskdale.  This isn’t for 
the faint hearted and is described as one of the most challenging roads in Britain but the views 
over to Eskdale make the challenge worthwhile.  Due to the steepness and numerous hair-pin 
turns, the Pass is best driven in clear conditions and is often closed over the winter months due to 
snow. 
 
 

Villages 
 

Kim recommends Hawkshead as it is described as one of the prettiest villages in the Lake District.  
It’s the ideal place to stroll around, enjoy a coffee and pick up those little gifts to take home for 
family and friends.   
 
David recommends Grasmere as a must-do stop on your Lake District trail.  This pretty village 
hosts many local craft stores and is the home for the world famous Sarah Nelson’s Grasmere 
Gingerbread.  With a local garden centre, cafés, shops and easy walks, Grasmere is definitely one 
of our favourite places to while away a few hours.  
 
 

Places 
 

Liz  recommends a visit to Hill Top, the once home of Beatrix Potter and right next door to Sawrey 
House.  For those wishing to walk in the footsteps of Beatrix Potter and the area she loved so 
much, then Hill Top is the perfect starting point for your adventure. 
 
Charlotte  recommends a trip to Brantwood at Coniston.  A historic house, museum and vibrant 
centre for the arts, Ruskin’s former home has a wealth of things to see and do.  The house is filled 
with many fine paintings, beautiful furniture and Ruskin’s personal treasures.   

 
David recommends a day out to Sizergh Castle.  An imposing house with rich, beautiful gardens 
and a wealth of history inside.  There are lots of events throughout the year and with its own lake, 
ponds and acres of land, it’s a place you can really relax and get lost in. 

 
 

  



 

 

NOTICE 
 
 
 

Hotel Proprietors Act 1956 
 

Loss or Damage to Guests Property 
 
 

*************************************************************** 
 

 
Under the Hotel & Properties Act 1956 a hotel proprietor may certain 
circumstances to liable to make good any loss or damage to a guests property 
even  though it was not due to any fault of the proprietors or staff of the hotel. 
 
 
This liability however: 
 
 
A:  Extend only to the property of guests who have engaged sleeping 
accommodation at the Hotel. 
 
 
B:  Is limited to £50 for any one article and £100 in the case of any one guest, 
except in the case of property which has been deposited or offered for deposit for 
safe custody. 
 
 
C:  Does not cover motor cars or other vehicles of any kind or any property left in 
them, or other live animals. 
 
 
This notice does not constitute an admission either that the act applies to this 
hotel or that liability there under attaches to the proprietors of this hotel in any 
particular case. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

FIRE DRILL 
 
 

In The Event of a Fire Follow These Instructions: 
 
 

 Break glass at any fire alarm call point to raise the alarm 
 

 Break glass alarm points are situated on each floor, they are small red 
boxes, push the black button firmly. 

 

 Make your way to the nearest exit closing all doors as you go, do not 
stop to collect your belongings. 

 

 Make your way to the assembly point, which is outside on the front 
lawn 

 

 Do not re-enter the building unless told to do so by the Management. 
 

 In the event of an emergency where assistance is required, during 
opening hours, help can be obtained from the any member of staff. 

 

 Throughout the night, please dial the extension on the phone for the 
Management. 
 
 

Please be aware a fire alarm test is completed  
Every Friday at 11am. 

 

 

SAWREY HOUSE HOTEL IS 
STRICTLY NO SMOKING 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


